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Date:. 
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AMENDMENT 



This paper addresses the Office Action dated December 1, 2004. Initially, 
kindly amend the above-identified application as set forth below. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begins on page 2 of 
this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 



include, either directly or indirectly, the feature of a surgical stapler that includes a sensor 
mechanism for sensing and providing data corresponding to a condition of a section of tissue 
disposed between the first and second jaws of the stapler, which is not disclosed or suggested 
by Hooven et al. Therefore, for at least these reasons, Applicants maintain that new claims 
1 5-40 are allowable. 

IV. Conclusion 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that all of the presently pending claims 
are allowable. All issues raised by the Examiner having been addressed, an early and 
favorable action on the merits is earnestly solicited. 
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